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R E C O M M E N D A T I O N  

1 
IT  IS RECOMMENDED THAT WILDERNESS  OF 2,016,181 ACRES 
WITHIN  YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK, AS SHOWN ON 
EXHIBIT  A, BE DESIGNATED  BY  AN ACT OF CONGRESS. 

THIS  RECOMMENDATION IS BASED UPON CAREFUL  STUDY OF 
THE  PARK,THE VIEWS PRESENTED AT THE  PUBLIC  HEARINGS, 
AND  THE  WRITTEN  RESPONSES CONCERNING  THE 
PRELIMINARY WILDERNESS PROPOSAL DESCRIBED IN THE 
APPENDED HEARING OFFICER’S REPORT. 
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United States  Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF T H E  SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. President: 

It i s  wi th   p l easu re   t ha t  I recommend the  es tabl ishment  of areas  
totaling  approximately  2,016,181  acres  in  Yellowstone  National 
Park, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, as p a r t  of the  National  Wilderness 
Preservat ion System. Additionally,  I recommend t h a t   t h e  Act 
designating  wilderness  provide  authority for the  Secretary of t h e  
I n t e r i o r   t o   d e s i g n a t e  as wilderness  an  area of about 6,040 acres ,  

is qual i f ied.  
not presently  qualified,   at   such time as he.   determines  that  it 

Sec t ion   3(c)  of the  Vilderness Act (approved SepteidLer 3, 19%; 
78 S ta t .  890,  892; 16 U.S.C. l l 3 2 ( c ) ) ,   d i r e c t s   t h e   S e c r e t a r y  of 
t h e   I n t e r i o r   t o  review  roadless  areas of 5,000 acres  or more i n  

Park System and r e p o r t   t o   t h e  President h i s  recommendation as t o  
t h e  nat ional  parks, momments, and other units of the  National 

t h e   s u i t a b i l i t y  of each  such area for  preservation  as  wilderness.  
The Act fk the r   d i r ec t s   t he   P res iden t   t o   adv i se   t he   P res iden t   o f  
the  Senate and the  Speaker of t he  House of Representatives of h i s  
recommendation with  rLspeet t o   t h e   d e s i g n a t i o n  of each  such  area 
as wilderness. A recornendation of the  President for designation 
as wilderness   shal l  become effect ive  only i f  so provided by an 
Act of Congress. 

This Department has  recently  completed i t s  review of such  roadless 
areas i n  Yellowstone Eational  Park. Based  on t h i s  review,  wilder- 
ness  designation of certain  lands  totaliw.approxirnately  2,016,181 
acres in   the   na t iona l   park  i s  recommended. This  acreage  comprises 
about 91 percent of the  t o t a l  park  area. 

Wyoming m d  includes adjacent areas  of Idaho and Montana. It i s  
Yellowstone National Park i s  located i n  the  northwest  corner of 

known throcghout  the  world as t h e  first national  park and as the  
world's   greatest   geyser  area.  The park  covers  about 3,400 square 
u i l e s ,  and i s   cha rac t e r i zed  bjr several   broad,  forested,   volcanic 
p l a t eaus .  I'Iumerous ponds and lakes ,   including  the 139 square mile 
Yellowstone Lake, l i e   i n   p o c k e t s  of the mountain plateaus,  and are  
drained by several  rivers.  Geysers,  hot  springs,  an3  fumaroles, 
pots, te r races ,  and warm ground, a l l   r e l a t e d   t o   v o l c a n i c   a c t i v i t y ,  
are the   na tura l  wonders most f requent ly  mentioned by ear ly   explorers  
and   v i s i to rs .  The park i s  notable   as   wel l  for i t s  spectacular 
fa l l s ,  canyons, and teeming w i l d l i f e .  The  recommended wilderness 
includes all of the  remote pr imit ive  lands  in   the  park.  Most of 



t h e   l a n d s   a r e   v a s t ,   r o l l i n g   f o r e s t e d   h i l l s  broken  occasionally by ’ 

peaks, meadows, and lakes.   Designation  as  wilderness  will   assure 
tha t   these   ou ts tanding   na tura l   resources   a re   re ta ined   in   the i r  
natural condition for the  study and  enjoyment  of t h i s  and future  
generations. 

hearings were he ld  on the  recommendations at  Jackson, Wyoming, . 
I n  accordance with the  requirements of t h e  Wilderness Act, publ ic  

Idaho  Falls,  Idaho,  and  Livingston, Montana, on March U, 13, and 15, 
1972, respectively.  Analyses of the  hear ing  recurds and wr i t t en  
expressions  received,   together   with  the  le t ters   received fiorn other 
Federal   agencies,   are  contained  in  the  enclosed  report  of t h e  
National  Park  Service. Complete records have  been  compiled  and 
are   ava i lab le   for   inspec t ion  by the  publ ic .  

roadless   areas  i d e n t i f i e d   i n  Yellowstone  National  Park  are su i tab le  
On the   bas i s  of our  review, I be l ieve  that  these portions of t h e  

for designation as wilderness.  Enclosed i s  a draft b i l l  which, 
i f  enacted, would incorporate   the  areas   sui table  for designation 
as wilderness  into  the  National  Wilderness  Preservation System. 

A draft environmental  .impact  statement,  as  requbed by secti.on 
102(2)(C) of the  National  Environmental  Policy Act of 1969, i s  
enclosed. 

Respectfully  yours, 

kgecre ta ry  of t h e   I n t e r i o r  

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Enclosures 



WYOMING,  MONTANA, AND IDAHO 
YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 

A WILDERNESS  RECOMMENDATION  CONSISTING  OF 2,022,221 ACRES  FOR 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK  WAS  SUBMITTED  TO  CONGRESS  ON  JANUARY 12,  1976. 

THAT  PROPOSAL  HAS  BEEN  REVIEWED AND WE NOW  RECOMMEND 2,032,721 ACRES  FOR 

WILDERNESS DESIGNATION AS SHOWN ON A MAP ENTITLED "WILDERNESS PLAN, 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK,  WYOMING,  MONTANA, AND IDAHO,"  NUMBERED 101- 

20,005-A AND DATED  JANIJARY 1978. THIS  REVISION  INCLUDES TWO NEW  LARGE 

AREAS FOR  ADDITION  TO  IMMEDIATE  WILDERNESS  LOCATED IN PELICAN  VALLEY AND 

NEAR  WEST  THUMB.  THE LANDS IN  QUESTION  COMPRISE SOME 10,500 ACRES OF 

WILDERNESS,  THUS,  BRINGING  THE  TOTAL  WILDERNESS  ACREAGE  FOR  YELLOWSTONE 

NATIONAL  PARK  TO 2,032,721 ACRES. 



United States  Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2M40 



4. As the Katnni National W m t  is being ansidered 
as part of the E-2 deliberations, we have mt props& 
designating it in this legislation; 

5. 'Ihe reminder of the previously sulmitted praposals 
s b u l d  be revised in various ways which are described 
in the attached descriptions. 

' J  

In addition, we have propo-sed wilderness and potential wilderness 
designation for portions ofJGulf Islards Natiornl Seashore. 

Vk have attached to this proposal a description of each area and other 
informtion, such as the facil i t ies currently existing in those areas 
and m m t  practices. 

Ihe Office of Managenwt and Budget has advised that this legislative 
p m s a l  is in aocord with the program of the President. 

Sincerely, 

/-* Bob Herbst 
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(22) Sequoia  and  Kings Capyon National  Parks.  Californfa,  wilderness 

ccmprising 802,880 acres,  and potential   vilderness  additions comprising 

6.570 acres.  depicted on a map entitled  "Wilderness Plan.  Sequoia and 

Lings Canyon National Parks,  California".  umbered 102-20.0034 xnd 

dated  January 1978. t o  be k n o ~  as the  Sequoia and Kings Canyon Uflderness. 

(23) Theodore Roosevelt  National Memorlal Park,  North Dakota. . 

wilderness  comprising 29,920 acres,  depicted on a map e n t i t l e d  "Theodore 

X ~ o s e v e l t  National H e J o r l a l  Park.  North Dakota", numbered 387-20.007-E 

(sheets 1 and 2) and dated  January 1978, t o  be knom AS the Theodore 

Rmsevclt Wilderness. 

(24) Yellovstone  National  Park, Idaho. IbbntarrP and Wyoming. vilderness 

comprising 2.032.721 acres,  depicted on a map entitled  "Wilderness  Plan, 

Tellovstone  National  Park,  Idaho, Montana, Xyoming". numbered 101- 

20.005-A and dated  January 1978. t o  be knovn as the Yellovscone  Wilderness. 

(25) Zion National Park. Utah, vilderness comprising 120.620 

acres, and potential   vilderness  additions comprising 10,364 acres, 

depicted on a map entitled  "Wilderness  Plan, Zion Nationrl  Park, Utah", 

nrrmbered 116-20.002-A and dated  January 1978, t o  be kum AS the Z i o n  

Wilderness. 

See. 2. A map and description of the  boundaries of the   areas  

designated  in t h i s  Act shall be on f i l e  and avauable  for  public  inspection 

in , the   off ice  of the  Director of the  National  Park  Service. Department 

of the   In te r ior ,  and in the  office  of  the  Superintendent of each irea 

designated  in   this  Act. As soon as   pract icable  after t h i s  Act takes 
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W I L D E R N E S S   P L A N  


